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The air interface between a first node and a second node will
span a frequency bandwidth defining two distinct portions,
and acknowledgement message transmission such as Hybrid-
ARQ message transmission will make use of those distinct
portions to distinguish ACKs from NACKs. In particular,
ACKs may be restricted to being transmitted within one por-
tion of the frequency bandwidth, while NACKs may be
restricted to being transmitted in different portion of the fre-
quency bandwidth. Consequently, when the first node trans-
mits data to the second node and receives an acknowledge-
ment message sent in response from the second node, the first
node may determine, based on which portion of the frequency
bandwidth the first node received the acknowledgement mes-
sage in, whether the acknowledgement message is an ACK or
rather a NACK.
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1
USE OF DISCRETE PORTIONS OF
FREQUENCY BANDWIDTH TO
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN ACK AND NACK
TRANSMISSIONS

BACKGROUND

Unless otherwise indicated herein, the materials described
in this section are not prior art to the claims and are not
admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this section.

When two devices wirelessly communicate with each
other over an air interface, the devices may apply an acknowl-
edgement scheme that helps to ensure receipt of transmitted
data. According to such a scheme, when one device (trans-
mitting device) transmits a segment of data to another device
or is expected to transmit a segment of data to the other
device, the other device (receiving device) may determine
whether it successfully receives the data and may then
responsively send to the transmitting device an acknowledge-
ment message indicating either that it successfully received
the data or that it did not successfully receive the data, and if
the acknowledgement message indicates lack of successful
receipt, the transmitting device may responsively re-transmit
the segment of data to the receiving device.

In practice, the acknowledgement message may be either
an ACK (positive acknowledgement) to indicate successful
receipt or a NACK (negative acknowledgment) to indicate
lack of successful receipt, such as non-receipt or receipt with
error. When the transmitting device receives such an
acknowledgement message from the receiving device, the
transmitting device may thus determine whether the acknowl-
edgement message is an ACK or a NACK and may proceed
accordingly. In particular, if the transmitting device deter-
mines that the acknowledgement message is a NACK, then
the transmitting device may responsively re-transmit the seg-
ment of data to the receiving device (perhaps adding or sub-
stituting some error correction coding to help achieve suc-
cessful receipt). Whereas, if the transmitting device
determines that the acknowledgement message is an ACK,
then the transmitting device may responsively not re-transmit
the segment of data to the receiving device but may instead
proceed to transmit a next segment of data to the receiving
device.

Such an acknowledgement scheme can be applied in a
cellular wireless communication system, where a base station
serves a user equipment device (UE) such as a cell phone or
other wirelessly-equipped communication device, and with
the scheme applying for data communications in either direc-
tion between those entities. For instance, as a UE transmits
segments of data over the air to its serving base station, the
base station may responsively send acknowledgement mes-
sages to the UE to cause the UE to either re-transmit to the
base station or to continue with transmission of next data to
the base station. Further, as a base station transmits segments
of data over the air to a served UE, the UE may responsively
send acknowledgement messages to the base station to cause
the base station to either re-transmit to the UE or to continue
with transmission of next data to the UE.

OVERVIEW

In general, with such an acknowledgement scheme, it may
be important to help ensure that the transmitting device can
determine whether the acknowledgement message sent by the
receiving device is an ACK or a NACK, so that the transmit-
ting device can properly either re-transmit or proceed to trans-
mission of next data if appropriate.
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Unfortunately, however, due to interference on the air inter-
face or for other reasons, it is possible that the acknowledge-
ment message sent by the receiving device can be corrupted
on its way to the transmitting device, and that the transmitting
device may therefore receive the wrong acknowledgement.
For instance, if the receiving device sends an ACK, the ACK
may be corrupted and therefore arrive at the transmitting
device seeming to be a NACK, or if the receiving device sends
a NACK, the NACK may be corrupted and therefore arrive at
the transmitting device as an ACK. This may be especially
problematic if the acknowledgement message was an ACK
that incorrectly arrives as a NACK, since the result of that
error would be unnecessary re-transmission of the data seg-
ment, which may slow down data communication and dimin-
ish the user experience.

Disclosed herein is a method and corresponding system or
apparatus to help avoid this problem. The disclosed method
applies in a scenario where two nodes communicate with each
other over an air interface that spans a particular frequency
bandwidth having at least two distinct (e.g., mutually exclu-
sive) portions. By way of example, the air interface may span
a frequency bandwidth of 10 MHz (whether contiguous or
non-contiguous), and that 10 MHz bandwidth may be con-
sidered to include two equal-sized 5 MHz portions of fre-
quency spectrum or two non-equal sized portions (such as a3
MHz portion and a 7 MHz portion), with the portions adding
up to the full bandwidth or to only part of the full bandwidth.

In accordance with the method, ACK messages will be
restricted to be sent in one of the portions of the frequency
bandwidth, and NACK messages will be restricted to be sent
in the other portion of the frequency bandwidth. That way,
when the receiving node sends an acknowledgement message
to the transmitting node, regardless of whether the acknowl-
edgement messages gets corrupted (e.g., converted between
ACK and NACK) on its way to the transmitting node, the
transmitting node may determine whether the acknowledge-
ment message is an ACK or a NACK based on which portion
of frequency bandwidth the acknowledgement message was
received in. In particular, if the transmitting node receives an
acknowledgement message in the portion of frequency band-
width designated to carry ACK messages, then the transmit-
ting node may responsively consider the acknowledgement
message to be an ACK even if the message reads as a NACK.
And if the transmitting node receives an acknowledgement
message in the portion of frequency bandwidth designated to
carry NACK messages, then the transmitting node may
responsively consider the acknowledgement message to be a
NACK even if the message reads as an ACK.

Furthermore, in a representative implementation of this
method, where the receiving node is receiving data transmis-
sions from multiple transmitting nodes, the receiving node
may send multiple such acknowledgement messages concur-
rently to the multiple transmitting nodes, distinguishing each
of'the concurrently sent acknowledgement messages by send-
ing them on different carrier frequencies (e.g., different sub-
carriers) and/or using different orthogonal spreading codes or
the like. Applying the method in that scenario, the receiving
node may then distribute the concurrent acknowledgement
messages into the distinct portions of the frequency band-
width, sending any ACKs on one or more carriers in the
portion of frequency bandwidth designated to carry ACKs
while sending the any NACKs on one or more carriers in the
portion of frequency bandwidth designated to carry NACKs.

Accordingly, in one respect, disclosed is a method operable
in a system in which a first node and second node communi-
cate with each other over an air interface spanning a fre-
quency bandwidth that includes at least two distinct portions.



US 9,337,983 B1

3

The method includes the first node engaging in a transmission
of'data to the second node and then receiving from the second
node, in one of the portions of frequency spectrum, an
acknowledgement for the transmission. Further, the method
includes the first node making a determination, based on
which of the portions of frequency bandwidth the first node
received the acknowledgement in, whether the received
acknowledgement is a positive acknowledgement or rather a
negative acknowledgement. And the method then includes
the first node controlling, based on the determination,
whether to engage in a re-transmission over the air interface to
the second node.

Alternatively, taken from the perspective of the second
node, the method includes the second node making a deter-
mination of whether the second node successfully received a
transmission of data from the first node. Further, the method
includes the second node selecting, based on the determina-
tion, one of the portions of the frequency bandwidth in which
to transmit to the first node an acknowledgement for the
transmission. In particular, if the determination is that the
second node successfully received the transmission, then the
second node responsively selects a first one of the portions,
but if the determination is that the second node did not suc-
cessfully receive the transmission, then the second node
instead responsively selects a second, different, one of the
portions. And the method then involves the second node
transmitting the acknowledgement to the first node in the
selected portion of the frequency bandwidth.

Still further, disclosed is a base station that is configured to
serve UEs and to carry out aspects of the method as described
above. Such a base station may include a wireless transceiver
for communicating over an air interface with UEs served by
the base station, where the air interface spans a frequency
bandwidth that includes at least two distinct portions, and
where the wireless transceiver receives data transmissions
from the served UEs and transmits acknowledgements in
response to the received data transmissions, each acknowl-
edgement being either an ACK or a NACK. Further, the base
station may include a controller (integrated with the wireless
transceiver or provided separately) that causes the wireless
transceiver to restrict the wireless transceiver’s transmission
of ACKs to be in a first one of the portions of the frequency
bandwidth and to restrict the wireless transceiver’s transmis-
sion of NACKs to be in a second, different one of the portions
of the frequency bandwidth.

Further, the controller may carry out other functions as
well, such as grouping ACKs together into one or more ACK
groups, grouping NACKs together into one or more NACK
groups, transmitting the one or more ACK groups in the first
portion of the frequency bandwidth, and transmitting the one
or more NACK groups in the second portion of the frequency
bandwidth, perhaps with higher transmission power allocated
for each ACK group transmission than for each NACK group
transmission.

These as well as other aspects, advantages, and alternatives
will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art by
reading the following detailed description, with reference
where appropriate to the accompanying drawings. Further, it
should be understood that the description provided in this
overview section and elsewhere in this document is provided
by way of example only.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram depicting example
communication between UEs and a base station over an air
interface.
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FIG. 2 is a diagram of example frequency bandwidth of the
air interface.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart depicting functions that can be carried
out in accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 4 is another flow chart depicting functions that can be
carried out in accordance with disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a simplified block diagram of an example UE that
may operate in accordance with the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a simplified block diagram of an example base
station that may operate in accordance with the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present method and corresponding system or appara-
tus will be described by way of example in the context of a
cellular wireless communication system, and in a scenario
where UEs transmit data to a base station and the base station
sends acknowledgement messages to the UEs. It should be
understood, however, that the principles described herein
apply as well in the other direction between a base station and
UEs, as well as to communications in any of a variety of other
systems. Further, it should be understood that the numerous
variations from the disclosure below are possible, including
but not limited to various features (e.g., machines, interfaces,
functions, orders, and groupings of functions, etc.) being
modified, omitted, integrated with other elements, distrib-
uted, replicated, and provided in any suitable combination
and location. In addition, various functions described herein
as being performed by one or more entities may be carried out
by hardware, firmware, and/or software. For instance, various
functions may be carried out by a processor executing instruc-
tions stored in memory.

Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a simplified block
diagram depicting an example arrangement in which UEs 12
communicate with a base station 14 over an air interface 16.
As shown generally in this figure, the UEs transmit data to the
base station over the air interface (in an “uplink” direction),
and the base station responsively sends acknowledgements to
the UFEs over the air interface (in a “downlink” direction). In
practice, the base station may schedule the UEs’ transmis-
sions to the base station so that the base station expects to
receive the UE’s transmissions at particular times and using
particular uplink air interface resources, such as on particular
subcarriers and using particular spreading codes for instance.
And for each transmission that the base station expects to
receive from a UE, on a per-subframe basis for instance, the
base station may then determine whether the base station
successfully receives the transmission, and accordingly send
to the UE either an ACK or a NACK.

FIG. 2 is next a simplified diagram depicting an example
frequency bandwidth of the air interface 16. This bandwidth
may be the range of frequency on which the base station is
configured to engage in downlink communications, perhaps
specifically a range of frequency on which the base station is
configured to engages in downlink transmission of ACK and
NACK messages. The example frequency bandwidth is
shown as being one continuous range of frequency ranging
from a lower frequency F, to a higher frequency F,. In prac-
tice, however, the frequency bandwidth of the air interface
may alternatively be made up of a number of non-contiguous
blocks of frequency, in one or more industry bands for
instance.

As shown in FIG. 2, the frequency bandwidth of the air
interface may include at least two distinct portions, meaning
discrete ranges of frequency spectrum that are mutually
exclusive and thus do not overlap with each other in fre-
quency. In the arrangement shown, for instance, the example
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frequency bandwidth includes a first portion 18 and a second
portion 20. These portions are illustrated as being contiguous,
cooperatively spanning the entire frequency bandwidth, and
being of different sizes. In practice, however, the portions
could be non-contiguous and might not cooperatively span
the entire bandwidth. Further, each portion may itself be
made up of multiple non-contiguous pieces of the frequency
bandwidth. And the portions could be of equal size. In any
event, each of the distinct portions may be defined in terms of
the frequency range or ranges that the portion encompasses or
spans. For instance, each portion may be defined as extending
respectively from a particular frequency to another particular
frequency or as consisting of multiple ranges each extending
respectively from a particular frequency to another particular
frequency.

In accordance with the present method, for purposes of
transmission of acknowledgement messages to at least one
UE, the base station will be arranged to restrict its transmis-
sion of ACKs to be in one of the portions of the frequency
bandwidth and to restrict its transmission of NACKs to be in
another one of the portions of the frequency bandwidth. Fur-
ther, the UE will be arranged to determine, based on which
portion of the frequency bandwidth the UE receives an
acknowledgement in, whether the acknowledgement is an
ACK or a NACK.

As shown in FIG. 2, for instance, the first portion 18 may be
designated for use to carry ACKs (and not NACKs) and the
second portion 20 may be designated for use to carry NACKs
(and not ACKs). Thus, when the base station is going to
transmit an acknowledgement to the UE, (i) if the acknowl-
edgement is an ACK, the base station may responsively trans-
mit it in the first portion 18, and, because the acknowledge-
ment arrives in the first portion 18, the UE would deem it to be
an ACK even if it has been corrupted and looks like a NACK,
and (ii) if the acknowledgement is a NACK, the base station
may responsively transmit it in the second portion 20, and,
because the acknowledgement arrives in the second portion
20, the UE would deem it to be a NACK even if it has been
corrupted and looks like an ACK.

With this arrangement, it may not matter whether the base
station uses different data to represent an ACK than a NACK.
The base station may use the same data to represent ACKs and
NACKs, as the base station may distinguish between ACKs
and NACKs by transmitting ACKs in first portion 18 and
transmitting NACKs in the second portion 20. Alternatively,
however, the base station could use different data to represent
ACKs and NACKs, such as a particular bit or bit sequence to
represent each ACK and a different particular bit or bit
sequence to represent a NACK.

In practice, the UE and base station may each be provi-
sioned (e.g., programmed or otherwise configured) with a
specification that indicates which portion of the frequency
bandwidth is for ACKs and which other portion of the fre-
quency bandwidth is for NACKs. For instance, the base sta-
tion could be programmed with such a specification, and the
base station could further be programmed to include the
specification in a broadcast message that the base station
transmits generally within its coverage area, such as in a
system parameters message, system information block, mas-
ter information block, or the like, or to unicast the specifica-
tion to the UE. The UE may then likewise be programmed
with such a specification, and/or to receive from the base
station the transmitted specification, and to store the specifi-
cation for later reference in interpreting received acknowl-
edgement messages.

In addition, the designation of which portion of the fre-
quency bandwidth will be for ACKs and which other portion
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of the frequency bandwidth will be for NACKs could be
changed from time to time, based on one or more factors, such
as air interface quality of various parts of the frequency band-
width. For example, the base station may receive from a UE
one or more reports that indicate the quality (e.g., strength,
signal-to-noise ratio, error rate, etc.) of each of various parts
of the frequency bandwidth, and, based on the one or more
received reports, the base station may identify a first, higher-
quality portion of the frequency bandwidth based on the UE
having reported relatively high quality of received communi-
cations in that first portion, and the base station may identify
a second, lower-quality portion of the frequency bandwidth
based on the UE having reported relatively low quality of
received communications on that second portion. The base
station may then deem the first, higher-quality portion to be
for use to carry ACKs, so as to further help ensure successful
receipt of the ACKs, and the base station may deem the
second, lower-quality portion to be for use to carry NACKs.
And the base station may accordingly transmit to the UE a
specification indicating which portion will be used for ACKs
and which other portion will be used for NACKs.

And as another example, the base station and UE could
dynamically change which portion of the frequency band-
width will be used for ACK transmissions and which other
portion of the frequency bandwidth will be used for NACK
transmissions, based on various other factors, such as time of
day (e.g., according to a particular schedule), UE service
level, and the like.

To send an acknowledgement message to a particular UE,
the base station may send the acknowledgement message
using one or more particular resources in a manner that
enables the UE to receive the acknowledgement message.
And the UE may correspondingly look for a transmission that
uses the one or more particular resources, as a basis to receive
an acknowledgement message transmitted to the UE. Further,
as the present method allows for the possibility of the base
station transmitting the acknowledgement message in either
the first portion 18 of the frequency bandwidth or the second
portion 20 of the frequency bandwidth based on whether the
acknowledgement message is an ACK or NACK, and as the
UE would not know in advance whether the acknowledge-
ment message will be an ACK or a NACK, the base station
and UE may be arranged to allow for either possibility.

Inpractice, for instance, each UE may have a unique value,
such as an identifier, code, spreading sequence, channel ID, or
the like, that the base station uses for or includes with trans-
missions to the UE in particular. Thus, when the base station
transmits an acknowledgement message to the UE in either
the first portion 18 or the second portion 20 as appropriate
(based on whether the acknowledgement message is an ACK
or a NACK), the base station may make use or include that
unique value accordingly. The UE may then look at one
portion of the frequency spectrum and at the next portion,
until the UE finds an acknowledgement transmission that
uses or includes the UE’s unique value. In turn, once the UE
thereby receives acknowledgement transmitted to the UE in
particular, the UE may determine whether the acknowledge-
ment is an ACK or a NACK based on whether the UE received
the acknowledgement in the first portion 18 of the frequency
bandwidth or rather in the second portion 20 of the frequency
bandwidth.

As another example, before the base station sends an
acknowledgement message to the UE, the base station may
notify the UE that the base station will use one or more
particular air interface resources to transmit an acknowledge-
ment to the UE. For instance, at the time the base station
assigns uplink air interface resources to the UE for the UE to
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transmit data to the base station, the base station may notify
the UE what resources the base station will use to send to the
UE an acknowledgement for that data transmission.

In practice, for instance, the resources may normally be a
particular subcarrier or group of subcarriers in the frequency
bandwidth, perhaps in combination with a particular spread-
ing sequence. But with the present method, the base station
may instead designate two such sets of resources, one for use
in the first portion 18 of the frequency bandwidth, and the
other for use in the second portion of the frequency bandwidth
20. For instance, the base station may designate a first sub-
carrier or subcarrier group in the first portion along with a first
a spreading sequence, and a second subcarrier or subcarrier
group in the second portion along with a second spreading
sequence (perhaps the same as the first spreading sequence).
The UE may then look for an acknowledgement in the sub-
carrier or subcarrier group of one portion and in then in the
subcarrier or subcarrier group in the other portion of the
frequency spectrum, until the UE finds an acknowledgement
for the UE. And likewise here, once the UE thereby finds an
acknowledgement transmitted to the UE in particular, the UE
my determine whether the acknowledgement is an ACK or
NACK based on whether the UE found the acknowledgement
in the first portion 18 of the frequency bandwidth or rather in
the second portion 20 of the frequency bandwidth.

The arrangement and method described above assumes
that the base station and UEs communicate with each other
according to an agreed air interface protocol. Examples of
such air interface protocols include, OFDMA (e.g., LTE or
Wireless Interoperability for Microwave Access (WiMAX)),
Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) (e.g., IxRTT or
1xEV-DO), and Global System for Mobile Communications
(GSM), and others now known or later developed.

To help further understand how the method can operate in
practice, the following description will now consider an LTE
arrangement by way of example.

In accordance with a recent version of LTE, a base station
may provide a downlink air interface that spans a particular
bandwidth, such as 3 MHz, 5 MHz, 10 MHz, 15 MHz, or 20
MHz, or perhaps an aggregate of such bandwidths, with the
bandwidth defining a sequence of 15 kHz subcarriers. Fur-
ther, the LTE downlink is divided over time into a continuum
of radio frames, each 10 milliseconds long and each divided
into ten 1 millisecond subframes, with each subframe in turn
being divided into a number of 67 microsecond symbol
spaces. With this arrangement, the UTE downlink thus defines
anarray of “resource elements,” namely a sequence of 15 kHz
resource elements every 67 microseconds, for carrying
OFDM symbols. Further, in each 67 microsecond symbol
space, the resource elements may be grouped into resource
element groups (REGs) of four resource elements each.

Within each LTE subframe, the first line of resource ele-
ments (the first 67 microseconds) across the frequency band-
width is arranged to carry certain control information from
the base station to UEs. Included in this control information
are OFDM symbols that define a Physical Hybrid Automatic
Repeat Request (Hybrid-ARQ) Indicator Channel (PHICH)
for carrying acknowledgement messages to served UEs. In
particular, the first line of resource elements may define a
number of PHICH groups, each made up of three REGs and
thus twelve resource elements, with the PHICH groups being
sequentially numbered across the bandwidth for convenient
reference. In general, each PHICH group may support trans-
mission of a three-bit acknowledgement message, such as
111 for ACK or 000 for NACK. Further, through use of
orthogonal spreading using four-bit spreading codes, each
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PHICH group may support concurrent transmission of three-
bit acknowledgement messages to up to eight UEs.

According to LTE, when a UE has data to transmit to a base
station, the UE may transmit to the base station a scheduling
request seeking allocation of uplink resources on which to
transmit the data. The base station may then respond to the UE
by transmitting downlink control information (DCI) that
specifies the uplink resources in which the UE should trans-
mit the data to the base station in a particular subframe. And
the base station may include in the DCI to the UE a specifi-
cation of the PHICH group and spreading code the base
station will use for transmission of an acknowledgement mes-
sage to the UE. For instance, the base station may specify in
the DCI a PHICH index number and spreading code index
number, for a PHICH in a subframe four milliseconds to
follow the UE’s data transmission. Thus, after the UE trans-
mits data uplink to the base station, the UE may read the
specified PHICH group, applying the specified spreading
code, to read the acknowledgement message from the base
station.

With the present method, the base station may be arranged
to restrict ACK transmissions to be in one portion of the
downlink bandwidth and NACK transmissions to be in a
separate portion of the downlink bandwidth. These portions
of the downlink bandwidth could be defined as particular
frequency ranges as noted above. Alternatively or addition-
ally, the portions could be defined in terms of sets of PHICH
groups. For instance, if the frequency bandwidth is 10 MHz
and defines a sequence of 13 PHICH groups, the base station
could designate the lower 6 MHz for to be used for ACK
transmission and the upper 4 MHz to be used for NACK
transmission, or the base station could designate the first 8
PHICH groups to be used for ACK transmission and the
remaining 5 PHICH groups to be used for NACK transmis-
sion. Alternatively, the base station could define other such
mappings. For instance, the base station could designate
PHICH groups 0-3 and 8-11 to be for ACK transmission and
PHICH groups 4-6 and 12-13 to be for NACK transmission.
Other examples are possible as well.

As noted above, the base station may broadcast or other-
wise transmit to served UEs the specification of which portion
of the frequency bandwidth will be used for ACK transmis-
sion and which other portion of the frequency bandwidth will
be used for NAK transmission. By way of example, the base
station could include such a specification in an overhead
message such as an LTE master information block (MIB) or
system information block (SIB). Each served UE may then be
arranged to read that broadcast information to determine the
mapping between portions of the frequency bandwidth and
acknowledgement message type.

When the LTE base station schedules uplink data transmis-
sion from a UE, the base station may then designate two sets
of PHICH resources, one in the portion of the frequency
bandwidth designated for carrying ACKs and the other in the
portion of the frequency bandwidth designated for carrying
NACKSs. For instance, in the DCI that the base station sends to
the UE, perhaps a newly defined DCI format, the base station
may specify two PHICH groups, one in the portion desig-
nated for carrying ACKs and the other in the portion desig-
nated for carrying NACKs. Further, the base station may
specify a respective spreading code for each of those PHICH
groups, or the base station may specify the same spreading
code for both.

Atthe appropriate time (e.g., four subframes after the UE’s
uplink transmission), the UE may then read one specified
PHICH group and then the other specified PHICH group,
using the applicable spreading code(s), until the UE finds an
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acknowledgement message transmitted to the UE. And the
UE may conveniently determine whether the acknowledge-
ment message is an ACK or a NACK based on which portion
of the frequency bandwidth (e.g., which one of the specified
PHICH groups) the UE received the acknowledgement mes-
sage in.

Furthermore, in a scenario where the base station is serving
numerous UEs and is transmitting acknowledgement mes-
sages to multiple such UEs concurrently (e.g., in the same 67
microsecond symbol space of a subframe), the base station
may additionally help to ensure successful receipt of ACK
transmissions by using greater power for ACK transmissions
than for NACK transmissions. In particular, the base station
may specifically group all ACK messages into one or more
PHICH groups in the frequency portion designated for car-
rying ACKs, and all NACK messages into one or more other
PHICH groups in the frequency portion designated for car-
rying NACKs. And the base station may allocate greater
downlink transmission power to the one or more ACK PHICH
groups than to the one or more NACK PHICH groups.

FIG. 3 is next a flow chart depicting functions that can be
carried outin accordance with the present method, in a system
where a first node and second node communicate with each
other over an air interface spanning a frequency bandwidth
that includes at least two distinct portions. As shown in FIG.
3, at block 30, the first node engages in transmission of data to
the second node and then receives from the second node, in
one of the portions of the frequency bandwidth, an acknowl-
edgement for the transmission. Atblock 32, the first node then
makes a determination, based on which of the portions of the
frequency bandwidth the first node received the acknowl-
edgement in, whether the received acknowledgement is a
positive acknowledgement or rather a negative acknowledge-
ment. And at block 34, based on the determination, the first
node controls whether to engage in a re-transmission over the
air interface to the second node. In particular, if the determi-
nation was that the received acknowledgement is a negative
acknowledgement, then the first node may responsively re-
transmit to the second node, perhaps as a Hybrid-ARQ re-
transmission that adds or substitutes some error correction
coding. Whereas, if the determination was that the received
acknowledgement is a positive acknowledgement, then the
first node may responsively not re-transmit to the second node
but may instead proceed to engage in a next data transmission
to the second node.

In this process, the first node may store a specification of
which portion of the frequency bandwidth will carry positive
acknowledgements and which other portion of the frequency
bandwidth will carry negative acknowledgements, such as a
specification that the first node receives from the second node
for instance. The first node may then make the determination
of whether the received acknowledgement is a positive
acknowledgement or rather a negative acknowledgement by
(1) determining which portion of the frequency bandwidth the
first node received the acknowledgement in, and (ii) referring
to the specification to determine, based on the determined
portion, whether the received acknowledgement is a positive
acknowledgement or rather a negative acknowledgement.

FIG. 4 is in turn a flow chart depicting functions that can be
carried outin accordance with the present method, ina similar
system, but from the perspective of the second node. As
shown in FIG. 4, at block 40, the second node makes a
determination of whether the second node successfully
received a transmission of data from the first node, such as by
determining whether the second node receives the data and
applying a cyclic redundancy check (CRC) or other process to
determine if the received data is error free. At block 40, the

20

25

30

40

45

50

10

second node then selects, based on the determination, one of
the portions of frequency bandwidth in which to transmit to
the first node an acknowledgement for the transmission. In
particular, the second node selects a first one of the portions if
the determination is that the second node successfully
received the transmission, but the second node instead selects
a second, different, one of the portions if the determination is
that the second node did not successfully receive the trans-
mission. At block 42, the second node then transmits the
acknowledgement to the first node in the selected portion of
the frequency bandwidth.

In practice, the second node may also transmit over the air
interface a specification indicating which portion of the fre-
quency bandwidth will be used to carry positive acknowl-
edgements that indicate successful receipt of transmissions
and which other portion of the frequency bandwidth will be
used to carry negative acknowledgements that indicate lack of
successful receipt of transmissions. For instance, the second
node may broadcast the specification, in an overhead message
for instance, or the second node may unicast the specification
to the first node.

FIG. 5 is next a simplified block diagram depicting an
example UE arranged to carry out aspects of the present
method. As shown in FIG. 5, the example UE may include a
wireless transceiver 50 and a controller 52, which may be
integrated together (e.g., on a common chipset) or may be
separate components of the UE.

The wireless transceiver 50 may be coupled with an
antenna structure (not shown) and may function to commu-
nicate over an air interface with a base station. In line with the
discussion above, the air interface may span a frequency
bandwidth that includes at least two distinct portions, and the
wireless transceiver may receive acknowledgement messages
in response to data transmissions from the UE.

The controller 52 may then include a processing unit 54,
data storage 56, and program instructions 58 stored in the data
storage 56 and executable by the processing unit 54 to carry
out various UE functions described herein, including for
instance receiving an acknowledgement message from the
base station, determining which portion of the frequency
bandwidth the UE received the acknowledgement message
in, and, based on the determined portion, determining
whether the received acknowledgment message is an ACK or
rather a NACK.

Finally, FIG. 6 is next a simplified block diagram depicting
an example base station arranged to carry out aspects of the
present method. As shown in FIG. 6, the example base station
includes a wireless transceiver 60 and a controller 62, which
may be integrated together (e.g., on a common chipset) or
may be separate components of the base station.

The wireless transceiver 60 may be coupled with an
antenna structure (not shown) and may function to commu-
nicate over an air interface with UEs served by the base
station. In line with the discussion above, the air interface
may span a frequency bandwidth that includes at least two
distinct portions, and the wireless transceiver may receive
data transmissions from the served UEs and transmit
acknowledgements in response to the received data transmis-
sions, each acknowledgement being either an ACK or a
NACK.

The controller 62 may then include a processing unit 64,
data storage 66, and program instructions 68 stored in the data
storage 66 and executable by the processing unit 64 to carry
out various base station functions described herein, including
for instance providing data to the wireless transceiver 60 for
transmission over the air interface and controlling aspects of
such air interface transmission.
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In accordance with the present method, for example, the
controller may restrict wireless transceiver’s transmission of
ACKs to be in a first one of the portions of the frequency
bandwidth and the wireless transceiver’s transmission of
NACK:s to be in a second one of the portions of the frequency
bandwidth. For example, in line with the discussion above,
the controller may determine whether the base station has
successfully received a particular data transmission from a
UE and (i) if so, the controller may cause the wireless trans-
ceiver to responsively transmit to the UE an ACK in the first
portion of frequency bandwidth, but (ii) if not, the controller
may cause the wireless transceiver to responsively transmit to
the UE a NACK in the second portion of frequency band-
width.
Also in line with the discussion above, in a scenario where
the base station receives data transmissions from multiple
UEs, the controller may group any ACKs together into one or
more ACK groups, the controller may separately group any
NACKs together into one or more NACK groups, and the
controller may cause the wireless transceiver to transmit the
one or more ACK groups in the first portion of frequency
bandwidth and to transmit the one or more NACK groups in
the second portion of frequency bandwidth. And the control-
ler may cause the wireless transceiver to transmit each ACK
group with higher transmission power than each NACK
group.
Moreover, the controller may cause the wireless trans-
ceiver to broadcast an indication of which portion of fre-
quency bandwidth will carry ACKs and which other portion
of frequency bandwidth will carry NACKs. And the control-
ler may cause the wireless transceiver to transmit to a UE a
control message that (i) schedules uplink transmission from
the UE to the base station and (ii) notifies the UE of acknowl-
edgement locations in the first portion and second portion,
such as particular subcarriers or PHICH groups for instance.
Exemplary embodiments have been described above. It
should be understood, however, that variations from these
embodiments are possible, while remaining within the true
spirit and scope of the invention.
We claim:
1. A method operable in a system in which a first node and
second node communicate with each other over an air inter-
face spanning a frequency bandwidth that includes at least
two distinct portions including a first portion and a second
portion, the method comprising:
engaging by the first node in a transmission of data to the
second node and then receiving by the first node from the
second node, in one of the portions of the frequency
bandwidth, an acknowledgement for the transmission;

making a determination by the first node, based on which
of'the portions of the frequency bandwidth the first node
received the acknowledgement in, whether the received
acknowledgement is a positive acknowledgement or
rather a negative acknowledgement, wherein (a) if the
first node received the acknowledgement in the first
portion rather than in the second portion, then, based on
the first node having received the acknowledgement in
the first portion, the determination is that the acknowl-
edgement is a positive acknowledgement and (b) if the
first node received the acknowledgment in the second
portion rather than the first portion, then, based on the
first node having received the acknowledgement in the
second portion, the determination is that the acknowl-
edgement is a negative acknowledgement; and

controlling by the first node, based on the determination,
whether to engage in a re-transmission over the air inter-
face to the second node.
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2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

storing by the first node a specification of which portion of
the frequency bandwidth will carry positive acknowl-
edgements and which other portion of the frequency
bandwidth will carry negative acknowledgements,

wherein making the determination by the first node of
whether the received acknowledgement is a positive
acknowledgement or rather a negative acknowledge-
ment comprises (i) determining which portion of the
frequency bandwidth the first node received the
acknowledgement in, and (ii) based on the specification
and the portion of the frequency bandwidth in which the
first node received the acknowledgement in, making the
determination of whether the received acknowledge-
ment is a positive acknowledgement or rather a negative
acknowledgement.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising receiving by
the first node, from the second node, the specification of
which portion of the frequency bandwidth will carry positive
acknowledgements and which other portion of the frequency
bandwidth will carry negative acknowledgements.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the first node is a user
equipment device (UE) and the second node is a base station
serving the UE, and wherein receiving the specification com-
prises receiving the specification in an overhead message
broadcast by the base station.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the air interface is an
orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDMA) air
interface.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the re-transmission is a
hybrid automatic repeat request (hybrid-ARQ) re-transmis-
sion.

7. A method operable in a system in which a first node
communicates wirelessly with a second node over an air
interface that spanning a frequency bandwidth that includes at
least two distinct portions, the method comprising:

making a determination, by the second node, of whether

the second node successfully received a transmission of
data from the first node;
selecting by the second node, based on the determination,
one of the portions of frequency bandwidth in which to
transmit to the first node an acknowledgement for the
transmission, wherein (i) if the determination is that the
second node successfully received the transmission,
then the second node selects a first one of the portions in
which to transmit the acknowledgement, but (ii) if the
determination is that the second node did not success-
fully receive the transmission, then the second node
instead selects a second, different, one of the portions in
which to transmit the acknowledgement; and

transmitting the acknowledgement by the second node to
the first node, in the selected portion of the frequency
bandwidth.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

transmitting over the air interface, by the second node, a

specification indicating which portion of the frequency
bandwidth will be used to carry positive acknowledge-
ments that indicate successful receipt of transmissions
and which other portion of the frequency bandwidth will
be used to carry negative acknowledgements that indi-
cate lack of successful receipt of transmissions.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein transmitting the speci-
fication comprises broadcasting the specification.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein transmitting the speci-
fication comprises unicasting the specification to the first
node.



US 9,337,983 B1

13

11. The method of claim 7, wherein making a determina-
tion of whether the second node successfully received the
transmission of data from the first node comprises:

determining whether the second node received the trans-
mission and, if so, whether the received transmission
was error free.

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the first node is a user
equipment device (UE), and wherein the second node is a
cellular base station serving the UE.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the air interface is an
orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDMA) air
interface.

14. A base station comprising:

a wireless transceiver for communicating over an air inter-
face with user equipment devices (UEs) served by the
base station, wherein the air interface spans a frequency
bandwidth that includes at least two distinct portions,
and wherein the wireless transceiver receives data trans-
missions from the served UEs and transmits acknowl-
edgements in response to the received data transmis-
sions, each acknowledgement being selected from the
group consisting of a positive acknowledgement (ACK)
and a negative acknowledgement (NACK); and

a controller, wherein the controller restricts the wireless
transceiver’s transmission of ACKs to be in a first one of
the portions of frequency bandwidth and restricts the
wireless transceiver’s transmission of NACKs to be in a
second, different one of the portions of frequency band-
width,

wherein, when the base station transmits an acknowledge-
ment, (i) if the acknowledgement is an ACK, then, based
on the acknowledgement being an ACK, the base station
transmits the acknowledgement in the first portion of the
frequency bandwidth and (ii) if the acknowledgement is
a NACK, then, based on the acknowledgement being a
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NACK, the base station transmits the acknowledgement
in the second portion of the frequency bandwidth.

15. The base station of claim 14, wherein, for a data trans-
mission from a UE, the controller determines if the base
station successfully received the data transmission and (i) if
so, the controller causes the wireless transceiver to respon-
sively transmit to the UE an ACK in the first portion of
frequency bandwidth, but (ii) if not, the controller causes the
wireless transceiver to responsively transmit to the UE a
NACK in the second portion of frequency bandwidth.

16. The base station of claim 14, wherein, for data trans-
missions from multiple UEs, the controller groups any ACKs
together into one or more ACK groups, the controller groups
any NACKSs together into one or more NACK groups, and the
controller causes the wireless transceiver to transmit the one
or more ACK groups in the first portion of frequency band-
width and to transmit the one or more NACK groups in the
second portion of frequency bandwidth.

17. The base station of claim 16, wherein the controller
causes the wireless transceiver to transmit each ACK group
with higher transmission power than each NACK group.

18. The base station of claim 14, wherein the controller
further causes the wireless transceiver to broadcast an indi-
cation of which portion of frequency bandwidth will carry
ACKs and which other portion of frequency bandwidth will
carry NACKs.

19. The base station of claim 14, wherein the controller
further causes the wireless transceiver to transmit to a UE a
control message that (i) schedules uplink transmission from
the UE to the base station and (ii) notifies the UE of acknow]-
edgement locations in the first portion and second portion.

20. The base station of claim 14, wherein the air interface
is an orthogonal frequency division multiple access
(OFDMA) air interface.
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